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CMA Presents Ravishing Mexican 
Cabaret Performer and Her Latin Music Ensemble on May 12 & 13 


“Pure pleasure...One of the most provocative stage acts since the Weimar Republic was born.” 
— The New York Times 


CLEVELAND (May 1, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) presents the brilliant Mexican 
diva Astrid Hadad at the Cleveland Play House on Friday, May 12, and Saturday, May 13 at 7:30 p.m. 
Humorous and irreverent, Hadad’s performances are a vivid combination of song, theatre and cabaret, with 
extravagant costumes and settings. Her sharply pointed commentaries mock everyone and everything from 
politicians and issues, to celebrities and culture. Aided by her eccentric wardrobe, ravishing voice and outrageous 
stage presence, Hadad is a legend in her native Mexico City. This performance is part of the CMA’s VIVA! and 
Gala Around Town Series and is presented in partnership with the Cleveland Play House’s FusionFest. 

Admission to the performance is $34; $29 for CMA members. No one under 18 admitted. 

A graduate of the Centro Universitario de Teatro and a trained actress and singer, Hadad created the 
“Heavy Nopal” style which blends ranchera, bolero, rumba, rock, jazz and performance art. Originating in the 
Berlin cabaret of Bertold Brecht and Kurt Weill, she came to the fore in 1985 in the all-female production of 
Donna Giovanni, an adaptation of Mozart's opera for the theater which became a great hit in Europe, and closed on 
its 500th performance in the Palacio de Bellas Artes (Palace of Fine Arts), in Mexico City. Concurrently, Hadad 
was embarking on her acting career as well with a role on a Mexican soap opera. 

Hadad tours frequently in Mexico City as well as Latin America and Europe and 1s often accompanied by 
the musical group Los Tarzanes. Her unforgettable performances are not to be missed. 

The Museum receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. Promotional support for VIVA! and 
Gala Around Town 1s provided by 90.3 WCPN Ideastream, WCLV 104.9 FM and Cleveland Free Times. 
Additional support provided by Collacott Foundation. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive Museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.Clevelandart.org 
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